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Peninsula Clean Energy Commits $10 Million for  
Emergency Backup Power During PG&E Outages 

 
REDWOOD CITY, CA – October 28, 2019 – The Peninsula Clean Energy Board of Directors 
voted to commit up to $10 million over three years to fund clean backup power for San Mateo 
County’s medically vulnerable residents and essential community services during PG&E power 
shutoffs. 
 
“This investment will help provide the most vulnerable Peninsula Clean Energy customers and 
facilities with electricity during blackouts,” said Jan Pepper, CEO of Peninsula Clean Energy. “In 
just two weeks, PG&E has already turned the lights out on portions of San Mateo County three 
times. The planned outages by PG&E are expected to continue for years. We are acting now to 
develop emergency power solutions for those customers who are most at risk.” 
 
Peninsula Clean Energy purchases the electricity for 290,000 homes, businesses, and 
community facilities in San Mateo County while PG&E continues to maintain the grid. Nearly 
60,000 Peninsula Clean Energy accounts have been affected by PG&E power shutoffs over the 
last several days. This includes medically vulnerable residents who rely on electricity to power 
lifesaving devices such as ventilators.  
 
Peninsula Clean Energy will develop programs to support the installation of battery backup 
systems powered by renewable energy on eligible homes and community facilities with greatest 
need. These clean power options are expected to increasingly replace backup diesel 
generators. Diesel generators emit dangerous pollutants and greenhouse gases.  
 
Peninsula Clean Energy’s new emergency power backup programs will begin rolling out next 
year. Governor Newsom’s recently announced statewide funding for emergency power backup 
systems is expected to supplement this effort. Peninsula Clean Energy is also collaborating with 
other Bay Area community choice energy agencies and the Bay Area Air Quality Management 
District on resiliency programs. 
 
“Peninsula Clean Energy is committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions throughout San 
Mateo County,” said Pepper. “We will offer cleaner, economical alternatives to diesel generators 
to protect medically sensitive customers and our community service providers. These programs 
are part of fulfilling the organization’s mission.” 
 
 
About Peninsula Clean Energy 
Peninsula Clean Energy is San Mateo County’s official electricity provider. It is a public local 
community choice energy agency that provides all electric customers in San Mateo County with 
cleaner electricity at lower rates than those charged by the local incumbent utility. Peninsula 
Clean Energy saves customers an estimated $18 million a year. Peninsula Clean Energy, 
formed in March 2016, is a joint powers authority made up of the County of San Mateo and all 
20 cities and towns in the County. The agency serves approximately 290,000 accounts. 
www.PeninsulaCleanEnergy.com 
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